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Aelia  Pulcheria,  sister  of 
Theodosius  II 

(Augusta,  AD  414-453).  AV 
solidus. 

Extremely  Rare 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021  -01 01 3 


An  Official  Auction  of  the  New  York  International  Numismatic  Convention 


Macedon.  Chalkidian 
League. 

Ca.  390  BC.  AR 
tetradrachm 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021 -01 032 


Islamic.  Qjar,  Fath  Ali  Shah, 
(AH  1212-1250)  gold  5 Toman 
Choice  XF 

HA. com/3021-1 1009 
From  the  Sunrise  Collection 


Jewish  War  (AD  66-70).  AR  shekel 
Year  3.  High  relief  and 
nicely  toned. 

Good  Extremely  Fine 


Ismalic  Mughal,  Johnagir 
(AH  1015-1037)  gold  zodiac 
Mohur  XF 

HA.com/3021 -1 1013 
From  the  Sunrise  Collection 


HA.com/3021 -44001 


Nero  (AD  54-68).  AV  aureus. 
Well-centered  on  a large  flan 
Nearly  Extremely  Fine. 
HA.com/3021 -44002 


To  consign,  contact: 

DAVID  MICHAELS 
Director,  Ancient  Coins 
800-872-6467  ext1606 
DMichaels  @HA.com 


Gordian  I (AD  238). 
AR  denarius.  Rare.  Oned 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021  -44004 
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President’s  Message 

First,  I want  to  sincerely  thank  all  of  the  AINA 
members  who  offered  us  the  copies  we  need  to 
complete  the  collection  of  The  Shekel  magazines 
that  will  ultimately  be  available  on  our  web  site 
www.theshekel.org.  We  still  need  just  two  issues. 

Please  look  in  your  library,  garage,  etc.  to  see  if 
you  have  Volume  3 (1970)  number  2 and  4. 

If  you  wish,  we  can  return  your  Shekel  to  you 
after  it  has  been  scanned.  Please  call  me  at  (818) 

225-1348  and  if  it  is  still  needed  1 will  tell  you 
where  to  mail.  Hopefully  sometime  in  2013,  all 
of  The  Shekels — forming  an  Encyclopedia  of 
Judaic  Numismatics — will  be  available  for  col- 
lectors, researchers,  etc. 

Next,  since  this  is  our  Chanukah  issue,  I want 
to  thank  Canadian  AINA  member  Serge  Huard 
for  sending  me  a copy  of  a handsome  Chanukah 
medal  that  he  had  made  up  in  1988 — shown  at  right,  above. 

Note  that  the  holiday  is  spelled  “Hanukkah”  on  this  medal,  one  of  sev- 
eral spelling  variations  that  are  used,  including  U.S.  postage  stamps. 

I am  also  pleased  to  show  a picture  of  the  2013  medal  that  will  be  sent 
to  all  AINA  members  who  have  already  renewed  or  will  renew  for  next 
year.  It  pictures  the  extremely  rare  and  historic  prototype  Year  One  Ju- 
daean Shekel,  the  first  strictly  Jewish  silver  coin 
- issued  in  66/67  CE  - that  sold  for  over  a mil- 
lion dollars  in  Heritage  Auction’s  Shoshana  Sale 
earlier  this  year. 

The  AINA  logo  was  designed  by  Nat  Sobel, 
and  the  Million  Dollar  Shekel  side  was  designed 
by  Mel  Wacks.  When’s  the  last  time  you  got  a 
“million-dollar  coin”  for  free? 

In  behalf  of  the  AINA  Officers,  Board  of 
Directors  and  Editor  I want  to  wish  you  a very 
happy  holiday  season,  and  we  look  forward  to 
another  year  of  collecting,  learning  and  fun. 

With  warm  regards, 

/Hi 


3 


YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 

Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 


We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


Coin  Auction  Dates 

Mav  27-30  2012 

J 

September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 
September  22-25,  2013 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1 93  T 


11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 


New  release.  Limited  edition 


DANIEL  IN  THE  DEN  OF  LIONS 


1 7th  in  the  Biblical  Art  Series 
Issuediby  the  Bank  of  Israel 


Innovative  series  in  fine 
Gold.9999  and  Silver. 999,  each 
weighing  one  Troy  Oz. 

(31.1  grams),  highlighting 
ancient  mosaics  unearthed  in 
the  Holy  Land,  dating  from  the 
Byzantine  era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight 


.vr*- 
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Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 

The  Holy  Land 

MENORAH,  MAON  NIRIM 


ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
P.O.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


since 

1958 


Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 

The  Holy  Land 


POMEGRANATE 


'•/cs  or 


Innovative  series  in  fine 
Gold. 9999  and  Silver.999,  each 
weighing  one  Troy  Oz. 

(31.1  grams),  highlighting 
ancient  mosaics  unearthed  in 
the  Holy  Land,  dating  from  the 
Byzantine  era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
P.O.Box  2040-  Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


TEL  MEGIDDO 


2012/5772 

4th  Coin  in  the  "UNESCO  World  Heritage  Sites"  Series 


ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
P.O.Box  2040-  Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


since 


1958 


AUCTION  RESULTS: 

Palestine  Mandate 

Comprehensive  collection  sold  by 
Goldberg  auctioneers 

By  Mel  Wacks 


The  “Jerusalem  Collection”  of 
Palestine  Mandate  coins  was  sold 
by  Goldberg  Auctioneers  on  Sept.  5, 
2012  in  Beverly  Hills. 

Almost  all  were  premium  quality 
Uncirculated  coins,  certified  by  the 
Professional  Coin  Grading  Service. 
This  series  is  popular  with  Jewish, 
Israeli  and  Arab  collectors — and  a 
number  of  coins  sold  for  more  than 
$500  each. 

Most  of  the  coins  sold  were 
ranked  in  the  top  tiers  of  Uncircu- 
lated specimens  graded  by  PCGS. 
The  highest  prices  realized  at  the 
auction  were  in  excess  of  $1,200  for 
the  coins  in  greatest  demand. 

Star  performers  for  several  de- 
nominations are  pictured.  The  “mil” 
denomination  was  chosen  by  a 
committee  of  Arabs  and  Jews  and 
was  announced  on  Feb.  27,  1927. 
The  Palestine  pound  was  set  at  the 
equivalent  of  the  British  gold  soveri- 
gn,  and  consisted  of  1000  mils. 

In  her  seminal  work  Israel’s  Mod- 
ern Money  and  Medals  1917-1970 
Sylvia  Haffner  wrote  “Taking  into 
consideration  that  the  [Palestine 
Mandate]  coinage  has  been  obso- 
lete since  1948  and  that  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  coins  has  been  melted, 
collecting  this  series  in  choice  con- 
dition is  quite  a challenge.”  mi 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Coins  & Collectibles 
This  1933  100  mils  coin,  graded  Mint 
State  64  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading 
Service,  realized  $1,475  (including  buyer's 
fee)  in  a Sept.  5,  2012,  auction  conducted 
by  Ira  & Larry  Goldberg  Auctioneers. 


Continued  on  Page  6 
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MORE  MANDATE  AUCTION  RESULTS 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Coins  & Collectibles 

A 1934  50  mils  coin,  graded  Mint  State  64  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service,  re- 
alized $834  (including  buyer’s  fee)  in  a Sept.  5,  2012,  auction  conducted  by  Ira  & Larry 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  in  Long  Beach,  CA. 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Coins  & Collectibles 
A 1940  1 mil  coin,  graded  Mint  State  65,  with  none  finer  in  Mint  State  Red  and  Brown  by 
PCGS,  realized  $1,093  (including  buyer  s fee)  in  the  Sept.  5,  2012,  auction. 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Coins  & Collectibles 

A 1935  10  mils  coin,  graded  Mint  State  66,  with  none  finer  graded  by  PCGS,  realized 
$805  (including  buyer's  fee)  in  the  Sept.  5,  2012,  auction. 
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Range,  Grade  of  auction 
Prices  Realized  Sept.  5,  2012 


Year 

Denom 

PCGS  Grade/Range  of 

Auction  Prices  Realized 

PCGS  Grade 

AU-55 

MS-62-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1927 

100  mils 

320-340 

500 

50  mils 

20  mils 

150 

525 

10  mils 

35-100 

110-150 

5 mils 

60 

55 

170 

2 mils 

30-35 

75-210 

1 mil 

20-100 

35 

1931 

100  mils 

1400 

50  mils 

420 

1933 

100  mils 

180 

925 

1475 

50  mils 

270-280 

20  mils 

200  (AU-58) 

10  mils 

420-550 

1934 

100  mils 

270  (AU-50) 

750 

50  mils 

300  (MS-62) 

725 

20  mils 

270 

10  mils 

575 

5 mils 

400 

1935 

100  mils 

55  (AU-58) 

150-160 

575 

50  mils 

50 

20  mils 

10  mils 

99-200 

350 

700 

5 mils 

80-150 

1 mil 

35-60 

1937 

10  mils 

250-320 

1 mil 

130-360 

500 

1939 

100  mils 

400 

50  mils 

65 

280 

10  mils 

370 

5 mils 

75 

1 mil 

50-55 

150-160 

1940 

100  mils 

110-140 

50  mils 

140 

20  mils 

775-975 

10  mils 

675 

1 mil 

120 

320 

950 

1941 

20  mils 

260  AU-(50) 

1850  (MS-62) 

10  mils 

250 

5 mils 

575 

2 mils 

110-130 

1 mil 

20-40 

1942 

100  mils 

55  (58) 

90  (MS-62) 

220-250 

50  mils 

160 

20  mils 

350-550 

10  mils 

230-260 

5 mils 

55 

140-175 

2 mils 

35-80 

270 

1 mil 

1943 

10  mils 

480 

1 mil 

55 

100 

1944 

20  mils 

170  (AU-58) 

1650 

5 mils 

20 

70-110 

1 mil 

140 

1945 

2 mils 

60 

85-130 

130-350 

1946 

10  mils 

90 

120-160 

5 mils 

50-55 

150 

2 mils 

80-150 

1 mil 

20-25 

35-80 
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Daniel 
in  the 
Lion's 
Den 


The  biblical  story  of  Dan- 
iel is  one  of  the  best- 
known  among  all  ages. 
Daniel’s  is  an  amazing  story  of 
faith,  loyalty  and  heroism. 

Daniel  was  a handsome,  intel- 
ligent boy  of  royal  descent,  who 
was  exiled  from  his  home  in  the 
Land  of  Israel,  his  country  of 
birth,  before  the  destruction  of 
the  First  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
in  586  BCE.  He  grew  up  in  the 
palace  of  King  Nebuchadnezzar 
of  Babylon,  became  a favorite 
of  the  King  and  later,  the  inter- 
preter of  the  King’s  dreams. 

For  this,  he  was  appointed 
head  of  the  King’s  wise  men  and 
the  Kingdom  of  Babylon. 

When  Nebuchadnezzar  died, 
his  son  Belshazar  inherited  the 
throne.  One  night,  Belshazar 
made  a great  banquet  for  a thou- 


Images  courtesy  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corp 
The  2012  silver  Proof  version  of  Israel  s 
“Daniel  in  the  Lions  'Den  ” coin  is  the  1 7th 
in  the  Biblical  Art  series  and  the  tM’o  gold 
and  two  silver  coins  share  the  same  reverse 
design,  top,  by  Aharon  Shevo. 

sand  people  ( Daniel , Chapter  5). 

After  having  drunk  much  wine, 
he  requested  that  the  vessels  of 
the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  taken 
by  his  father,  be  brought  out  and 
used. 

At  that  very  moment,  a hidden 

Continued 
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Image  courtesy  the  National  Galleiy  of  Art 

Peter  Paul  Rubens  ’classic  painting  “ Daniel  in  the  Lions  ’Den  "focuses  on  the  faith 
of  Daniel  to  keep  him  safe  as  well  as  on  the  images  of  the  Moroccan  lions  ' faces  and 
postures.  This  large  painting,  approximately  88  inches  high  by  130  inches  wide,  is  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  National  Gallery  of  Art  - a 1965  gift  of  the  A i Isa  Mellon  Bruce  Fund. 


Continued 

hand  began  to  write  words  on  the 
wall.  Nobody  was  able  to  inter- 
pret the  meaning  of  the  words 
except  Daniel. 

Only  Daniel  was  able  to  read 
and  explain  the  significance 
of  the  writing  on  the  wall:  The 
words  Mene  Mene  Teqel  Ufar- 
sin ” predicted  the  fall  of  the 
Babylonian  Empire  and  its  sub- 
sequent conquest  by  Persia  and 
Modai. 

That  very  night,  Belshazzar 
was  killed  and  Darius  the  Mede 
succeeded  to  the  throne.  Darius, 
like  his  predecessors,  appointed 
Daniel  as  Head  of  his  Coun- 


selors and  in  sole  charge  of  the 
empire. 

At  this  time,  out  of  sheer  envy, 
Daniel’s  rivals  sought  his  down- 
fall. A decree  was  initiated  by 
the  King’s  Counselors  with  the 
King’s  agreement,  forbidding 
orders  to  be  given  by  any  person 
except  the  King,  for  thirty  days. 

Any  person  not  obeying  this 
decree  would  be  thrown  into 
the  lions’  den.  When  Daniel 
remained  faithful  to  God  and 
continued  praying  to  Him  three 
times  daily,  his  rivals  spoke  slan- 
der of  him  before  the  King. 

Despite  his  affection  for  Dan- 

Continued 
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Elegant  design 


Continued 

iel,  the  King  now  had  no  choice 
but  to  have  him  thrown  into  the 
lions’  den. 

That  night,  the  King  could  not 
sleep  and  at  the  crack  of  dawn, 
he  went  to  the  lions’  den  to  see 
what  had  become  of  Daniel. 

To  the  relief  and  joy  of  the 
King,  Daniel,  rewarded  by  God 
for  his  faith  and  loyalty,  was 
there  in  the  den,  untouched 
by  the  fierce  lions.  The  King 
admired  the  God  of  Daniel 
and  decreed  that  He  was  to  be 
revered. 

The  King  ordered  that  Dan- 
iel’s rivals  be  thrown  into  the 
den,  upon  which  they  were 
instantly  devoured  by  the  lions.  L 

Daniel  continued  to  serve  as 
executive  officer  to  Darius  the 
Mede  and  later,  Cyrus,  King  of 
Persia,  and  his  story  continues  to 
inspire  people  around  the  world 
and  of  many  faiths  today,  raj 


graces  Daniel 


Images  courtesy  ICMC 

The  gold  Proof  “ Daniel  in  the  Lions  'Den  ” 
is  struck  in  both  10  NIS  and  1 N1S  denoni- 
nations. 


A 1 5th-century  illustration  of  Daniel  in  the 
Lions  ’ Den  portrays  Habakkuk  being  trans- 
ported to  the  den  to  bring  stew  to  Daniel , 
according  to  the  Christian  apocrypha  “Ad- 
ditions to  Daniel.  ” In  the  Hebrew  bible, 
Habakkuk  is  a minor  prophet  and  author  of 
the  Book  of  Habakkuk. 
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A 'DANIEL  IN  THE  LION'S  DEN’  DESIGN 
YOU  CAN  REALLY  GET  YOUR  TEETH  INTO 


One  of  the  most  amazing  ex- 
amples of  “ edible  art  ” has  to  be 
this  cookie  depicting  Daniel  in 
the  Lions  'Den,  and  baked  by  the 
Springer/e  Bakery  in  Strasburg, 
PA.  The  baker y makes  a wide 
variety  of  edible  art  cookies. 


2012  “Daniel  in  the  Lions’  Den”  coin  specifications:  Au  10,  1 NIS; 
Ag  NIS  2,  NIS  1 ; the  17th  coin  design  in  the  Biblical  Art  Series  of  the 
Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Coiporation 

Obverse:  Face  value,  “Israel”  in  English,  Hebrew  and  Arabic,  mint 
year,  Israel  State  Emblem  and  a hungry,  roaring  lion. 

Reverse:  Daniel  in  the  lions’  den,  praying  to  the  Lord,  flanked  but 
unharmed  by  two  fierce  lions. 

Designer:  Aharon  Shevo 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Metal;  Denomination;  Mint  Mark;  Diameter;  Weight;  Max  Mintage: 

Gold/.917  22k,  Proof;  NIS  10;  ft  (Mem);  30mm;  16.96g;  555 

Gold/.999  24k,  Proof;  NIS  1;  ft  (Mem);  13.92mm;  1.244g;  5,000 
Silver/,925  Proof;  NIS  2;  ft  (Mem);  38.7mm;  28. 8g;  2,800 

Silver/925  Proof-like;  NIS  1;  Star  of  David;  30mm;  14.4g;  1,800 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corporation: 
Israel  Coins  & Medals  Coiporation;  50  Bar  Yehuda  Drive,  Nesher,  Israel 
36660;  Tel:  +972-4-8212805/6;  E-mail:  medaliot@coins.co.il  or  visit  the 
ICMC  website:  http://www.israelmint.com/en. 
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Treasures  found  in  900-year-old 
prayer  house  built  next  to  Europe  ’ s 

oldest  synagogue 

BY  MARVIN  TAMEANKO 


In  1998  archaeologists,  digging 
in  the  medieval  Jewish  quarter 
of  the  city  of  Erfurt,  Germany, 
discovered  a large  treasure  hidden  in 
the  cellar  of  a house  located  near  the 
old  synagogue. 

This  prayer  house  had  been  built  in 
around  1 100  and  is  the  oldest  syna- 
gogue still  standing  in  Europe.  It  was 
designed  as  a stronghold  to  resist  the 
frequent  attacks  by  the  local  mobs 
during  anti-Jewish  riots,  and  it  sur- 
vived the  20th  century  Nazi  destruc- 
tion of  synagogues  only  because  it 
had  been  converted  into  a social  hall 
sometime  in  the  19lh  century. 

The  treasure  was  contained  in  two 
silver  bowls  and  consisted  of  3,142 
silver  coins,  14  round,  cast  silver 
ingots,  600  pieces  of  jewelry,  eight 
nested  silver  drinking  vessels,  a spice 


box,  several  silver  belt  buckles,  seven 
jewel  encrusted  brooches,  and  a 
numerous  quantity  of  silver  sequins, 
small  ornaments  that  were  sewn  as 
decorations  onto  garments. 

All  together  these  items  would 
have  had  a substantial  value  in  medi- 
eval times,  well  worth  the  title  of  “a 
fortune.”  Among  the  pieces  of  jew- 
elry in  the  hoard  was  a small  silver 
cosmetic  set  consisting  of  a round 
perfume  bottle  with  ear  and  nail 
cleaning  tools  attached  with  a chain. 
The  scent  in  the  bottle  could  still  be 
faintly  discerned  when  the  stopper 
was  first  removed. 

The  most  remarkable  jewelry 
item  in  the  hoard  was  a Jewish  gold 
wedding  ring  made  in  the  form  of  a 
medieval  building  with  towers.  But  a 

Continued 
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'Terrible'  story  behind  find 


Images  courtesy  Thuringia  Archaeological  Museum 
Above:  More  than  3,000  coins,  a dozen  silver  ingots,  jewel-encrusted  brooches  and  a 
remarkable  Jewish  gold  wedding  ring,  right.  Opposite  page:  The  fortress-like  old  syna- 
gogue of  Erfurt,  Germany,  built  circa  1100  CE. 


Continued 

terrible  story  lies  behind  the  conceal- 
ment of  this  fabulous  treasure. 

Erfurt,  now  the  capital  city  of  the 
state  of  Thuringia,  is  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gera  river  in  eastern 
Germany.  In  the  14th  century,  when 
the  treasure  was  hidden,  it  was  a 
prosperous,  international  center  of 
trade  and  commerce  serving  most  of 
northern  Europe. 

Jews  from  western  Europe,  fleeing 
the  massacres  of  the  First  Crusade, 
had  first  settled  in  the  area  around  Er- 
furt during  the  12th  century,  and  were 
offered  protection  by  the  king  then 
later  by  the  Archbishop  of  Mainz. 
After  a century  of  peace,  anti-Jewish 
riots  broke  out  in  Erfurt  in  1221  and 
several  Jewish  families  were  mur- 
dered. 

Nevertheless,  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity in  Erfurt  survived  this  disaster 
and  continued  to  function.  It  would 
eventually  produce  several  prominent 


rabbis,  some  of  whom  became  mar- 
tyrs in  the  persecutions  that  broke  out 
in  the  area.  Despite  this  instability, 
Erfurt  became  the  scholarly  and  his- 
torical center  for  the  Ashkenazi  Jews 
who,  escaping  later  persecutions, 
migrated  into  Poland  and  Russia  and 
later  throughout  the  Diaspora  includ- 
ing America. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century, 
the  city  council  replaced  the  Bishop 
of  Mainz  and  became  responsible  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Jews  but  was  un- 
able to  protect  them  from  the  anger  of 
the  itinerant  religious  rabble  rousers, 
such  as  the  Flagellants,  who  came  to 
the  city  and  incited  violence  against 
the  Jews. 

These  fanatics  accused  the  Jews 
of  being  responsible  for  the  Black 
Death,  the  plague  that  ravaged 
the  country  at  that  time.  This  epi- 
demic originated  in  the  East  and  was 
brought  to  Europe  in  1 347  by  the 

Continued 
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Black  plague  blamed  on  Jews 


Blame  for  a host  of 
society’s  illnesses 
were  piled  on  the 
Jews  of  Erfurt, 
including  “ Black 
Death  " - bubonic 
plague  pandemics. 
Painting  depicts 
medieval  Jews 
burned  during  the 
Black  Death.  From 
the  1493  work  Liber 
Chronicum  by  Hart- 
mann Schedel. 


Continued 

fleas  on  the  rats  in  the  merchant 
ships  from  Constantinople.  Tragi- 
cally, many  Jewish  communities 
were  rounded  up  and  burnt  alive  in 
pits  as  scapegoats  for  the  outbreak  of 
this  plague  which  eventually  killed 
one-third  of  the  German  population, 
including  Jews. 

In  1349,  the  citizens  of  Erfurt 
turned  on  the  Jews  and  murdered 
between  100  and  300  of  the.  The 
surviving  Jews  were  driven  from  the 
city  and  settled  in  more  hospitable 
areas  nearby.  The  prominent  Talmud- 
ist, Alexander  Suslin,  was  believed  to 
be  among  the  martyrs  of  Erfurt  at  that 
time. 

The  Jewish  homes  and  businesses 
of  Erfurt  was  pillaged  and  even  their 
books  were  stolen.  The  synagogue’s 
rare  copy  of  the  ‘Tosefta’  (the  col- 
lection of  comments  on  the  Talmud), 
was  confiscated  and  only  recovered 


in  1879  from  the  Erfurt  Evangelical 
Church  Library.  In  this  violence  many 
terrified  Jews  concealed  their  fortunes 
in  their  houses  but  did  not  survive  to 
recover  them. 

Sadly,  this  is  the  typical,  and  too 
frequent,  background  story  for  the 
demise  of  many  Jewish  communities 
in  medieval  Europe  and  explains  why 
the  Erfurt  treasure  was  suddenly  hid- 
den away  by  its  owner. 

Ten  years  later,  in  1357,  the  city 
council  of  Erfurt  allowed  the  Jews 
to  return  and  reestablish  their  com- 
munity. Over  the  years  the  Jews  had 
specialized  in  money  lending  and 
banking  and  played  an  important  part 
in  the  economic  prosperity  of  the 
region. 

But  the  anti-Semitism  never  sub- 
sided and  special  taxes,  the  arbitrary 
cancellation  of  debts  to  Christians, 
discrimination  and  confiscation  of 

Continued 
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Treasure  is  insight  into  past 


A silver  Gros 
Tournois  of  Louis  IX 
(1266  to  1270)  simi- 
lar to  those  in  the 
Erfurt  Treasure. 


Image  courtesy  Classical  Numismatic  Group,  CNG 


Continued 

Jewish  property  continued  for  the 
following  century.  In  1458,  the  Erfurt 
Jews  were  again  expelled  by  a hostile 
population,  government  and  Church. 

Many  years  later,  in  1 820,  the  Prus- 
sian authorities  established  a firmer 
rule  in  the  city  and  allowed  the  Jews 
to  return  to  Erfurt  but  restricted  their 
lives,  religious  practices  and  activi- 
ties. 

Despite  this,  the  Jews  thrived  in 
Erfurt  and  built  a beautiful  Moorish 
style  synagogue  that  became  famous 
in  the  region.  This  replaced  the  older 
fortress-like  synagogue  which  was 
converted  into  a secular  social  hall  at 
that  time. 

In  1938,  the  Nazis  burned  down  the 
new  synagogue  and  brutally  forced 
the  Jews  to  pay  for  the  gasoline  used 
to  set  the  fire  and  for  the  cost  of  clear- 
ing away  the  ruins.  During  World 
War  II  many  of  the  Erfurt  Jews  were 
deported  to  Buchenwald  and  There- 
sienstadt  concentration  camps  where 
most  died. 

After  the  war  a few  surviving  Jews 


returned  to  Erfurt  and  rebuilt  the 
community  which  numbered  120  in 
196 land  has  grown  since  then  with 
the  arrival  of  many  East  European 
and  Russian  Jewish  immigrants,  and 
even  a few  from  Israel. 

Archaeologists  concluded  that  the 
Erfurt  Treasure  was  the  fortune  and 
stock-in-trade  of  a wealthy  banker 
or  money  lender,  and  the  numerous 
coins  in  the  Erfurt  hoard  provided 
scholars  with  much  information  about 
banking  procedures  and  the  currency 
used  in  international  commerce  in 
medieval  Germany. 

The  3,142  silver  coins  made  up  a 
large  part  of  the  hoard  and  illustrated 
the  types  and  denominations  of  coins 
used  in  the  commerce  of  medieval 
Europe. 

Most  of  the  coins  are  French 
types,  some  in  excellent  condition, 
struck  for  Louis  IX  (Saint  Louis), 
1266-1270,  and  for  Philip  VI  (the 
Fair),  1285-1314.  These  coins  are 
called  ‘Gros  Tournois,’  that  is  ‘Large 
(Coins)  of  Tours,’  after  the  ‘Denier 

Continued 
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MOST  COINS  MEDIEVAL  FRENCH 


Image  courtesy  Classical  Numismatic  Group,  CNG 
A silver  Gros  Tournois  of  Philip  IV  (1285  to  1315 ) similar  to  those  found  in 
the  Erufurt  hoard,  which  contained  in  total  more  than  3,000  coins. 


Continued 

Tournois,’  denarii  sized  silver  denom- 
inations named  for  the  city  of  Tours 
where  they  were  first  issued.  These 
coins  all  showed  a symbolic  medieval 
building  with  a central  tower  on  the 
reverse,  and  a cross  on  the  obverse. 

The  second  largest  number  of  coin 
types  found  in  the  Erfurt  hoard  are  the 
Gros  Tournios  of  Philip  IV.  These  are 
similar  in  design  to  Louis  IX’s  coin- 
age and  both  of  these  coins  probably 
served  as  the  universal,  acceptable 
trade  currency  in  northern  Germany 
at  that  time.  Made  of  a good  silver 
alloy,  they  also  would  have  been  used 
throughout  Europe  alongside  the 
English  penny  and  the  silver  Spanish 
trade  coins. 

The  Erfurt  treasure  also  contained  a 
sprinkling  of  coins  from  several  other 
European  countries,  indicating  the 
wide  extent  of  international  bank- 
ing and  commerce  that  originated  in 


Erfurt.  Typical  of  these  minor  types 
of  coins  were  the  silver  denarii  struck 
in  Elolland  for  Floris  V,  1256-1296. 
These  showed  the  head  of  the  ruler  on 
the  obverse  and  the  ubiquitous  cross 
on  the  reverse. 

Proving  that  the  Erfurt  Treasure  was 
a banker’s  hoard,  it  also  contained 
14  roughly  cast,  round  silver  ingots, 
the  size  of  small  dinner  plates,  some 
stamped  with  an  official  seal.  These 
were  probably  bullion  pieces  used 
for  large  transaction  in  the  banking 
system,  such  as  real  estate  purchases 
or  loans  to  the  nobility. 

Without  question,  the  key  item  in 
the  Erfurt  treasure  was  the  spectacu- 
lar gold  wedding  ring.  Few  of  these 
medieval  Jewish  artifacts  survived 
the  ages  and  the  Erfurt  example  is  an 
extremely  fine  specimen.  It  is  shaped 
like  a Gothic  religious  building  with  a 
central  dome  and,  by  coincidence,  the 

Continued 
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Spectacular  wedding  ring 


Continued 

building  on  the  ring  closely  resembles 
the  tower  on  the  Gros  Tournois  coins 
found  in  the  hoard.  The  panels  of  the 
roof  of  the  building  on  the  ring  are 
engraved  with  six  Hebrew  letters  that 
spell  out  'Mazel  Tov,’  Good  Luck. 

The  bottom  of  the  band  of  the  ring 
is  made  as  an  open,  sliding  shank, 
which  could  be  adjusted  to  fit  differ- 
ent finger  sizes.  From  this,  we  may 
conclude  that  it  was  an  expensive, 
ceremonial  ring  rented  out  by  its 
owner  to  people  to  be  use  only  once 
for  the  wedding,  and  then  returned  to 
the  banker. 

Furthermore,  the  two  bowls  that 
contained  the  treasure  are  thought  to 
be  vessels  used  in  some  religious  rit- 
ual. The  bottoms  of  these  bowls  were 
decorated  in  enamel  with  scenes  from 
the  Aesop’s  fables  of  the  Fox  and  the 
Raven  and  the  Fox  and  the  Eagle. 

Some  experts  believe  that  these 
bowls,  with  the  spice  box  and  nested 
wine  cups,  may  have  been  used  in  the 
local  wedding  rituals  and,  along  with 
the  ring,  may  have  been  loaned  out  as 
a set  for  the  wedding  ceremony  and 
dinner. 

After  the  treasure  had  been  cleaned 
and  fully  documented,  the  archaeolo- 
gists faced  a scholarly  dilemma.  They 
had  a problem  about  accurately  cate- 
gorizing and  describing  the  discovery. 
Was  it  a rare  snapshot  into  the  life  and 
culture  of  medieval  Germany  during 
the  Black  Death?  Was  it  the  capital 


Image  courtesy  Thuringia 
Archaeological  Museum 
The  gold  wedding  ring  from  the  Erfurt 
Treasure  Horde.  The  building  on  the  ring 
closely  resembles  the  tower  on  the  Gros 
Tournois  coins  found  in  the  Erfurt  hoard. 

of  a banking,  money-lending  indi- 
vidual that  proved  how  wealthy  Erfurt 
was  in  medieval  times?  Or  was  it  the 
property  of  a rich,  persecuted  Jew  and 
a memorial  to  the  tragic  destruction  of 
Erfurt’s  Jewish  community  in  1349? 

Disregarding  any  notion  of 'political 
correctness,’  the  unique  Jewish  wed- 
ding ring  in  the  hoard  and  a study  of 
Erfurt’s  history  dispelled  any  doubts. 
The  find  was  an  unintentional  time 
capsule  of  the  life  of  a Jewish  banker, 
a wealthy  citizen  of  Erfurt,  who  prob- 
ably perished  with  his  whole  family 
and  most  of  the  community  in  the 
horror  of  a pogrom  and,  as  such,  it 
memorialized  the  14lh  century  Ger- 
man Jewish  people  who  paid  a tenable 
price  for  their  religious  beliefs,  mi 
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Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 
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CULTURAL  CHANGE: 
Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 

by  David  Hendin 

isbn-io:  0-89722-319-5 
iSBN-13:  978-0-89722-319-5 
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RETAIL  PRICE:  US  $40  /ANS  MEMBERS  $28/  PLUS  SHIPPING  & HANDLING 


Cultural  Change:  Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Coins 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  a full  color  catalogue  of  the  coins 
featured  in  the  ANS’  acclaimed  temporary  exhibit  of 
the  same  name.  All  coins  are  illustrated  in  full  color, 
with  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  related  material, 
maps  and  family-trees.  The  volume  serves  as  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  coinage  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as 

Eroviding  a history  of  the  region  from  the  4th  century 
C to  Crusader  times,  illustrated  by  the  coinage  that 
was  produced  there.  As  such,  it  contains  some  of  the 
earliest  Jewish  coins,  as  well  as  the  earliest  to  bear  overtly 
Christian  symbolism. 


The  coins  contained  in  this  exhibit  are  often  the  finest  examples  of  their  kind  in  existence,  and 
the  text  has  been  written  by  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  tne  field,  so  the  resulting  volume  is 
as  attractive  to  look  at  as  it  is  informative. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/CulturalChange 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 


75  Varick  St.,  fl.  n 
New  York,  NY  10013 
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David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


^IRA  & LARFY^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U S.  Coins  for  our  three 

major  auctions  held  each  year  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  C A 90212  • (800)  978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  8OI6O-O785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 


medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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Henrietta 

SZOLD: 


Her  hadassah  Legacy 


By  Mel  Wacks 


Henrietta  Szold  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland  in  1860, 
a little  more  than  a year  after  her 
parents  arrived  from  Hungary.  Her 
father,  a prominent  rabbi,  gave 
Henrietta  the  attention  and  educa- 
tion usually  reserved  for  an  eldest 
son.  She  learned  German,  English, 
French  and  Hebrew. 

Her  high  school  academic  record 
has  never  been  surpassed.  In  1899, 
she  took  on  the  lion’s  share  of 
producing  the  first  American  Jewish 
Year  Book,  for  which  Szold  was  the 
sole  editor  from  1904  to  1908. 

In  1909,  Ms.  Szold  first  visited 
Palestine.  During  her  tour  she  was 
impressed  both  by  the  beauty  of 
the  land  and  the  misery  and  disease 
among  the  people.  And  so,  with  the 
support  of  Rabbi  Judah  L.  Magnes, 
she  formed  Hadassah  in  1912. 

Within  a year,  the  fledgling  orga- 
nization had  two  American  nurses 
in  Jerusalem.  Today,  Hadassah ’s 
great  hospitals  in  Jerusalem  are 


Henrietta  Szold  medal  by  Gerta  Ries 
Wiener,  issued  by  the  Jewish- American 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1976,  portrays  her  early 
career  as  a writer  and  editor,  and  later  as 
head  of  Youth  Aliy  ah. 

world  famous,  treating  more  than 
25,000  patients  and  handling  more 
than  1.5  million  medical  tests  an- 
nually ...  Jews  and  Arabs  alike.  The 
Henrietta  Szold-Hadassah  School 
of  Nursing  has  trained  some  1,500 
nurses,  and  the  Hebrew  University- 
Hadassah  Medical  School  has 
graduated  more  than  1,300  doctors. 

On  June  19,  1914  Hadassah 
held  the  first  national  convention 

Continued 
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Extraordinary  achievements 


Hadassah  seal,  designed  by  Victor  David 
Brenner,  on  small  undated  medal. 


Continued 

in  Rochester,  New  York  where  it 
officially  adopted  the  name  Hadas- 
sah and  its  purpose  “...to  promote 
Jewish  institutions  and  enterprises 
in  Palestine  and  to  foster  Zionist 
ideals  in  America.”  Hadassah  had 
already  chosen  a motto,  suggested 
by  Israel  Friedlander,  from  Jer. 

8: 1 9-23,  Aruchat  Bat  Ami,  translat- 
ed as  “The  Healing  of  the  Daughter 
of  My  People,”  and  a seal,  designed 
by  Victor  Brenner  (who  had  de- 
signed the  Lincoln  Cent  5 years 
earlier),  of  myrtle  branches  around 
a Jewish  star. 

In  1933,  at  the  age  of  73,  Szold 
embarked  on  a major  new  project 
...  rescuing  Jewish  children  from 
the  oncoming  Holocaust.  Despite 
obstacles  in  dealing  with  the  British 
Mandate  government  in  Palestine, 
by  1948  her  Youth  Aliyah  program 
brought  30,000  children  from 


Israel’s  I960  (5721)  1-lira  Chanukah 
coin,  commemorating  the  birth  of  Henri- 
etta Szold  features  the  Hadassah  Medical 
Center  in  Ein  Kerem,  Jerusalem  on  the  ob- 
verse. The  reverse  portrays  a shepherdess 
holding  a newborn  lamb,  symbolizing  the 
rescue  of  child  survivors  of  the  Holocaust 
by  the  Youth  Aliyah  program. 

troubled  Europe  to  Palestine.  Even 
at  the  age  of  8 1 , Henrietta  Szold  ac- 
cepted a new  challenge  ...  planning 
the  Fund  for  Child  and  Youth  Care. 

Today,  Hadassah ’s  third  of  a mil- 
lion members  and  1,350  chapters 

Continued 
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Hadassah  benefits  countless 


Continued 

around  the  world  make  it  one  of  the 
largest  philanthropic  organizations 
and  a living  tribute  to  the  hard  work 
and  vision  of  its  founder,  Henrietta 
Szold. 

Numismatic  commemoratives 
honoring  Henrietta  Szold  and  Ha- 
dassah have  been  issued  over  the 
years  by  Israel. 

First  was  a 1960  (5721)  1 lira 
Chanuka  coin,  issued  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Henrietta  Szold.  The 
obverse  features  the  Hadassah 
Medical  Center  in  Ein  Kerem,  Jeru- 
salem; the  reverse  design  includes 
the  name  of  Henrietta  Szold  in 
Hebrew;  below  is  the  year  of  the  is- 
sue and  “Hadassah  - Youth  Aliyah” 
in  Hebrew.  Obverse  designs  are  by 
Rothschild  and  Lippan,  reverse  is 
by  Jacob  Zim. 

An  Israel  State  Medal  was  also 
issued  in  1960,  commemorating 
the  dedication  of  the  new  Hadassah 
Medical  Centre.  About  a month 


A I960  State  Medal,  issued  by  the  Israel 
Coins  and  Medals  Corporation  in  bronze, 
tombac  and  silver  commemorates  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  Hadassah  Medical  Center. 
Above  left:  the  Hadassah  logo. 


before  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence on  the  13th  April,  1948,  a 
convoy  making  its  way  to  Mount 
Scopus  was  attacked  as  it  crossed 
the  Sheik  Jerach  quarters  in  East 
Jerusalem  and  78  people  in  the  con- 
voy were  brutally  murdered. 

It  became  obvious  that  the  Ha- 
dassah Hospital  on  Mount  Scopus 

Continued 
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was  not  safe  and  the  medical  staff 
decided  to  abandon  it  and  establish 
themselves  in  rented  quarters  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city. 

Hadassah  immediately  mounted 
a fund  raising  effort  to  establish  a 
new  medical  centre  at  Ein  Kerem. 

In  August  1960,  the  new,  spacious 
and  well  equipped  medical  centre 
on  a hill  overlooking  Beit  Hak- 
erem,  was  inaugurated  in  western 
Jerusalem.  The  1960  State  medals, 
designed  by  Miriam  Karoli,  were 
issued  by  the  Israel  Coins  and  Med- 
als Corporation  in  bronze,  tombac 
and  silver. 

Another  State  Medal  was  is- 
sued in  1975,  commemorating  a 
new  Hadassah  hospital  building  on 
Mount  Scopus.  The  Hadassah  Uni- 
versity Hospital  on  Mount  Scopus 
was  dedicated  in  1939  and  rapidly 


acquired  a reputation  for  being  the 
best  equipped  in  the  Middle  East. 
With  the  increasing  attacks  on  the 
Jewish  community,  intending  to 
frustrate  the  establishment  of  a Jew- 
ish State,  access  to  Mount  Scopus 
became  more  and  more  dangerous. 

On  May  8,  1948,  it  became  nec- 
essary to  evacuate  the  last  of  the 
medical  staff  from  Mount  Scopus. 
Soldiers  of  “Haganah”  were  left 
behind  to  maintain  Jewish  sover- 
eignty and  to  guard  the  installation. 
Jerusalem  was  reunited  on  June  8, 
1967,  after  the  Six  Day  War.  Ha- 
dassah leaders  raised  their  ensign 
on  Mount  Scopus  and  declared: 
“This  is  the  banner  of  a war  against 
ignorance,  disease  - the  banner  of 
Peace.  On  raising  it  we  hereby  vow 
- this  hospital  shall  come  back  to 
life  again.” 

Continued 
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Hadassah’s  medical  center 


The  sculpture  “Tree  of  Life  ” by 
Jacques  Lipshitz  unveiled  in  1978  is 
featured  on  a 1978  Israel  state  medal 
presented  by  the  City  of  Jerusalem  to 
all  participants  in  the  Hadassah  Na- 
tional Convention  held  that  year. 

Continued 

The  1975  medal’s  obverse  fea- 
tures the  new  hospital  building 
on  Mount  Scopus.  In  the  center 
above  the  entrance,  the  three  domes 
memorialize  the  old  building.  The 
inscription  reads:  “Greater  the  latter 
glory  than  the  former  "(Hagai  2:9) 
in  Hebrew  and  English.  Medals 
were  issued  in  bronze  and  silver. 
Designed  by  the  Shamir  Brothers. 

In  1978,  a 1 9/16“  Israel  State 
Medal  was  presented  by  the  City 
of  Jerusalem  to  all  participants  of 
the  Hadassah  Convention  held  in 
Israel’s  capitol  city.  The  design  fea- 


A 1975  State  medal  features  the  new  hospital 
building  on  Mt.  Scopus.  In  the  center  above 
the  entrance,  the  three  domes  memorial- 
ize the  old  building.  The  inscription  reads 
“Greater  the  latter  glory  than  the  former” 
(Hagai  2:9)  in  Hebrew  and  English.  Medals 
were  issued  in  bronze  and  silver.  Designed  by 
the  Shamir  brothers. 


tures  the  sculpture  “Tree  of  Life”  by 
Jacques  Lipshitz  which  was  erected 
on  Mt.  Scopus  in  the  same  year. 

Lipchitz’s  last  work.  The  Tree  of 
Life , a six-meter-high  bronze,  was 
unveiled  posthumously  on  Sept.  21, 

Continued 
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MANY  MEDALS  ISSUED  IN  HONOR 


The  1978  Hadassah  State  medal  features  the  “Tree  of  Life  ” - the  last  sculpture  of  Jacques 
Lipchitz,  which  the  artist  said  represented  “ the  dynamics  of  our  religion.  ” 


Continued 

1978,  outside  the  Hadassah  Hospital 
on  Mt.  Scopus. 

The  sculpture  consists  of  the  inter- 
woven formalized  expressionist  fig- 
ures of  Noah,  Abraham  and  Isaac  at 
the  Akedah  (Genesis  22:1-19),  with 
the  angel  restraining  the  patriarch 
Moses  in  front  of  the  Burning  Bush, 
and  rising  from  it  a phoenix  support- 
ing the  Two  Tablets. 

Lipchitz  referred  to  it  as  “the 
dynamics  of  our  religion.”  Israel 
State  Medals  marked  the  jubilee 
(50th  anniversary)  of  Youth  Aliyah 
in  1983/4.  Youth  Aliyah  activities 
began  in  1933  in  Germany,  when 
Recha  Freier  devoted  herself  to  sav- 
ing Jewish  children  from  the  hands 
of  the  Nazis. 

In  1934,  the  first  group  of  chil- 
dren was  welcomed  to  Israel  by 
Henrietta  Szold  and  sent  to  Kibbutz 
Ein  Harod.  Since  then,  more  than 

Continued 


Images  courtesy  I CMC 
The  50th  anniversary’  medal  of  1983/4 
marks  the  jubilee  of  Aliyah  activities  that 
first  began  in  Germany  in  1933  and  was 
devoted  to  saving  children  from  the  Nazis. 


Anniversary  medals  popular 


C ontinued 

200,000  children  from  all  over  the 
world  have  received  their  educa- 
tion in  Youth  Aliyah  institutions. 
Today,  18,000  children  study  in 
kibbutzim,  youth  villages,  board- 
ing schools  and  centers  for  youth 
- among  these,  some  2,000  new 
immigrants,  and  youngsters  are 
spending  a year  of  their  high  school 
studies  in  Israel. 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Hadas- 
sah,  in  1987,  inspired  yet  another 
Israel  State  Medal. 

According  to  www.  Israel  mint, 
com , “For  75  years,  Hadassah  The 
Women’s  Zionist  Organization  of 
America,  has  brought  to  Israel  the 
first  and  best  in  modem  medicine, 
youth  rescue,  career  education  and 
land  development.  These  have  been 
invaluable  to  Israel’s  rebirth  and 
survival.” 

As  far  as  the  author  knows,  no  nu- 
mismatic items  have  been  issued  by 
Israel  to  commemorate  Hadassahs 
1 00th  Anniversary,  celebrated  by  a 
convention  in  Jerusalem.  (If  anyone 
knows  of  a Hadassah  centennial 
medal  please  let  me  know.) 

However  Israel  did  issue  stamps 
in  honor  of  the  occasion. 

Hadassah  members  and  the  gen- 
eral  public  in  Israel  were  invited 
to  submit  design  ideas.  The  win- 
ning  design  came  from  Israeli  artist 
Zvika  Roitman,  who  has  created 
several  previous  Israeli  stamps. 


Images  courtesy  ICMC 
The  75th  anniversary  ineclat  of  Hadassah 
features  the  Hadassah  emblem  and  the 
organization  s official  motto:  “ the  healing 
of  the  daughter  of  thy  people  " ( Jeremiah 1 
8:22)  in  Hebrew  and  English. 

Medal  designed  by  Ruben  Nnte/s. 

The  new  stamp  features  a Magen 
David-shaped  complex  of  religious, 
cultural,  and  medical  images  — all 
elements  related  to  Hadassah’s  sup- 
port of  medicine,  education,  and  Zi- 
onism. “The  challenge  was  putting 
this  together  in  a stamp  that  was 
going  to  be  small,”  said  Roitman. 

Con  tinned 
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SZOLD  DEFINED  PHILANTHROPY 
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Above:  The  5 lirot  bank  note  Israel  issued  on 
March  11,  1976,  bears  the  date  1973  and  a 
dignified  portrait  of  Henrietta  Szold.  The  note 
ceased  to  be  legal  tender  on  March  31,  1984. 
Designed  by  Paid  Kor  and  printed  by  Johan 
Enschede  en  Zonen  in  Haarlem,  Netherlands. 
At  right,  noted  Israeli  designer  Zvika  Roitman 
designed  the  stamp  commemorating  Hadas- 
sah  s 1 00th  anniversary. 


Continued 

Below  the  stamp  itself  is  a black- 
and-white  tab  — a photo  of  the 
1918  American  Zionist  Medical 
Unit  that  Hadassah  dispatched  to 
Eretz  Israel. 


There  are  undoubtedly  great  num- 
bers of  Hadassah  tsatskes  produced 
over  the  last  100  years,  and  I will 
present  two  examples  that  I find 
particularly  interesting. 
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Hadassah  memorabilia 


Continued 

The  first 
appeared  in 
a Goldberg 
auction,  described  as  “Filigreed  silver 
pin  has  a design  made  up  of  a large 
Star  of  David  with  Hebrew  inscrip- 
tion ‘For  your  continued  support  of 
Hadassah,’  surrounded  by  Star  of  Da- 
vid shaped  flowers,  and  the  addition 
of ‘VVV’ below.” 

The  medal  looks  like  it  may  have 
been  produced  in  the  1940s.  I would 
love  to  know  if  any  reader  knows 
more  about  this  piece,  in  particular 
what  “VVV”  signifies. 

In  1972,  a privately  issued  looped 
medal  was  produced  with  “Hadassah” 
in  Hebrew  plus  the  English  inscrip- 
tion “50  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS.” 


Top:  Not  much  is  known  about  a a silver 
pin  sold  at  a Goldberg's  auction  honoring 
“ for  your  continued  support  of  Hadassah  ” 
perhaps  in  the  1940s.  The  three  “ V ” medal 
bar  remains  enigmatic.  Image  courtesy 
Goldberg's  Coins  & Auctions. 


It  appeared  in  an  Internet  auction.  If 
anyone  knows  anything  about  this 
piece  please  let  me  know,  roj 


Above:  A 1972  privately  issued  medal  car- 
ries the  English  inscription  “50  Years  of 
Progress  ” and  more  information  is  needed. 
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Was 

he 

IEWISH? 


By  Mel  Wacks 


Jewish  song  writers  Harold  Aden  and  E.Y.  “Yip"  Harburg  wrote 
“Lydia  the  Tattooed  Lady,"  sung  by  Groucho  Marx  in  the  1939  movie 
“At  the  Circus."  The  lyrics  include: 

Come  along  and  see  Buff’lo  Bill  with  his  lasso. 

Just  a little  classic  by  Mendel  Picasso. 

Here  is  Captain  Spaulding  exploring  the  Amazon. 

Here's  Godiva  but  with  her  pajamas  on. 


Picasso  is,  of  course,  the  great 
artist.  But  why  is  he  called  Mendel 
Picasso  in  the  song?  — Mendel 
being  an  obvious  Jewish  name.  It 
probably  was  just  put  in  to  sound 
funny.  And  there  certainly  was  not 
room  for  Picasso’s  real  full  name  - 
Pablo  Diego  Jose  Lrancisco  de  Pau- 
la Juan  Nepomuceno  Maria  de  los 
Remedios  Cipriano  de  la  Santisima 
Trinidad  Clito  Ruiz  y Picasso. 

However,  there  may  be  a grain  of 
truth  regarding  Picasso’s  possible 
Jewishness.  In  John  Richardson’s 
monumental  biography  of  the  artist, 
he  writes  about  Picasso’s  grand- 
father: “Next  to  nothing  is  known 
about  this  bizarre  gentleman  ... 

Continued 


Groucho  Marx  is  portrayed  on  an 
extraordinary  Hobo  ” nickel,  hand-carved 
from  an  authentic  Buffalo  Nickel  by  Andy 
Gonzales. 
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Picasso  numismatic  commemoratives 


Continued 


Liberty 


URO 


77?e  2070  France  100  euro  gold  coin,  above,  and  below,  the 
Picasso  Guernica  bronze  medal  by  Portugal s A.  Ribiero 
depicting  one  of  Picasso ’s  most  famous  paintings. 


beyond  the  fact  that  he 
married  a plump  young 
woman  from  the  province 
of  Malaga,  Ines  Lopez 
Robles,  rumored  to  be  a 
Marrano.”  (During  the 
Spanish  Inquisition,  a Jew 
who  outwardly  converted 
to  Christianity  but  who 
continued  to  observe 
Judaism  secretly,  was 
called  a Marrano.) 

Since  Ines  was  Picas- 
so’s mother’s  mother,  ac- 
cording to  Jewish  law  it  would 
make  Picasso  Jewish  (since 
Jewishness  is  passed 
down  from  mother  to 
child). 

There  is  no  doubt 
that  Robles  is  a 
Marrano-Jewish  sur- 
name. Edgar  Samuel 
has  written  that  “At 
the  time  England 
went  to  war  with 
Spain  in  1655,  Antonio 
Rodrigues  Robles  (c. 

1620  to  1688)  had  car- 
goes in  two  ships  in  the  Port 
of  London,  both  of  which  were 
seized. 

He  petitioned  for  their  release 
on  the  grounds  that  he  was  not  a 
Spaniard  but  a Portuguese  Jew,  and 
that  since  England  was  not  at  war 
with  Portugal  he  was  not  an  enemy 


alien,”  according  to  the  Jewish 
Historical  Society  of  England  web 
site  at  http://www.jhse.org. 

So  was  Groucho  singing  the 
truth?  He  said  it  best:  “Quote  me 
as  saying  I was  mis-quoted.”  mi 
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ESPERANTO: 


NEW 

LANGUAGE 
CHALLENGES 
FASCISM 
IN  THE 

Spanish 
Civil  War 


By  Peter  Horvitz 


0 


An  Esperanto  poster  from  the  Spanish  Civil  War  translates 
as  “ What  are  you  doing  to  stop  this?  Esperantists  of  the 
world,  pit  your  strength  against  international  Fascism.  ” 


n May  21,  1940,  a mild- 
looking,  slightly  pudgy,  55-year- 
old  bald  man  with  glasses  was 
placed  against  a wall  in  the  Ce- 
menterio  de  la  Almudena,  Ma- 
drid’s principal  cemetery. 

A squad  of  soldiers  marched 
up  to  face  him.  They  raised  their 
rifles  and  fired  a volley. 

The  executed  “criminal”  was 
Cayetano  Redondo  Acena  and  his 
capital  offenses,  according  to  the 
Franco  government,  included  act- 
ing as  the  duly  elected  mayor  of 


Madrid  under  the  Second  Repub- 
lic, helping  in  the  city’s  defense 
against  rebel  forces,  and  advocat- 
ing the  use  of  the  new  language 
Esperanto. 

The  Franco  government  would 
continue  its  persecution  of  Espe- 
rantists for  many  years  to  come. 

But  eventually  it  did  abandon 
this  policy  and,  in  1968,  Francisco 
Franco  himself  accepted  the  title 
of  honorary  patron  of  the  Madrid 
World  Esperanto  Congress.  But  in 

Continued 
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Esperanto  coins  struck  in  1912 


Images  courtesy  the  author 

Pattern  coins  struck  in  1912  for  Esperanto  carried  the  1 spesmilo  and  the  2 
spesmiloj  denominations.  The  coins  were  struck  in  silver. 


Continued 

the  early  years  following  the  close 
of  the  Spanish  Civil  War,  the  arti- 
ficial language  was  still  associated 
with  the  Republican  cause,  with 
Catalan  and  Basque  separatism, 
and  with  a liberal  agenda. 

Esperanto  was  the  brainchild  of 
Ludwig  Lazarus  Zamenhof  (1859 
to  1 9 1 7),  a Jew  born  in  Bialystok, 
a city  then  in  the  Russian  empire, 
now  in  Poland.  He  created  the 
artificial  language  in  1887. 

Zamenhof  first  published  his 
work  under  the  pen  name  of  Dr. 
Esperanto,  or  Dr.  Hope.  The 
pseudonym  caught  on  as  the  name 
for  the  language  itself.  Esperanto 
is  considerably  easier  to  learn  than 
other  languages,  since  its  design  is 
far  simpler  and  more  regular. 

Esperanto  has  only  16  rules  of 
grammar,  none  of  which  have 
exceptions.  Zamenhof  was  an 


amateur  linguist,  but  one  with 
numerous  scholarly  achievements 
behind  him,  including  the  first 
grammar  ever  written  for  the  Yid- 
dish language. 

It  was  not  just  as  an  intellectual 
experiment  that  Zamenhof  created 
Esperanto.  His  purposes  were  to 
reverse  the  tragedy  of  the  Tower 
of  Babel  and  to  bring  all  people 
together  through  their  understand- 
ing of  a common  language  that  all 
people  could  learn  with  the  mini- 
mum of  effort. 

The  organization  that  followed 
on  his  creation  included  ideas  for 
a universal  government  that  would 
prevent  war  as  well  as  a universal 
currency. 

As  a result  of  this  idea,  in  1912 
silver  pattern  coins  were  struck  in 
the  denominations  of  one  spesmi- 
lo and  two  spesmiloj.  The  obverse 

Continued 
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Republicans  re-stamped  gov’t  coins 


Images  courtesy  the  author 

Two  counterstamped  coins  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  The  UHP  coin  on  the  left  is  typical, 
with  crude  work  and  using  separate  dies  for  each  letter  These  dies  were  probably  just 
pieces  of  printer’s  type.  The  piece  on  the  right  is  carefully  produced,  using  only  one  die 
especially  prepared  for  counterstainping  existing  coinage. 


Continued 

of  these  coins  bear  a portrait  fac- 
ing left  of  Dr.  Zamenhof. 

Esperanto  was  advocated  in  the 
Republican  side  of  the  Spanish 
Civil  War  as  a means  of  creating 
solidarity  among  the  various  inter- 
national forces,  including  English, 
American,  Polish,  Russian,  and 
French.  It  was  also  seen  as  a way 
of  finding  common  ground  for 
communication  among  the  vari- 
ous ethnic  groups  of  Spain  itself, 
without  the  bitterness  that  arose 
with  the  domination  of  Spanish. 

This  was  particularly  impor- 
tant for  the  minority  Catalan  and 
Basque  populations. 

Of  the  approximately  35,000 
men  and  women  from  52  coun- 
tries from  around  the  world  who 


volunteered  to  defend  the  Spanish 
republic,  more  than  one  quarter 
were  Jewish.  Many  of  these  saw 
Spain  as  the  first  front  line  to 
battle  the  forces  of  Nazism  and 
Fascism  and  they  did  not  wish  to 
miss  the  opportunity. 

For  these  Jewish  volunteers, 
Esperanto  would  be  particularly 
attractive,  both  because  of  its  Jew- 
ish origin  through  Zamenhof  and 
its  ability  to  allow  easy,  mutual 
communications. 

From  1936  to  1939  a weekly 
information  bulletin  of  the  anar- 
chist organization  CNT/FAI  was 
published  in  Esperanto  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Iberian  Feague 
of  Esperantist  Anarchists. 

The  anarchist  organization  also 

Continued 
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'ESPERANTISTS  OF  THE  WORLD:  UNITE!' 


Image  courtesy  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corporation 
Official  Israel  medals  commemorating  Dr.  Eliezer  Ludwig 
Zamenhof  are  still  available  in  bronze,  silver  and  gold— priced  at 
$85,  $154  and  $1,335  respectively — at  vrww.  israelmint.  com/en. 
Designs  by  Ruben  Nutels  (obverse)  and  Aharon  Shevo  (reverse). 


Continued 

produced  regular 
radio  broadcasts 
in  Esperanto. 

Among  the 
numerous  color- 
ful posters  that 
were  mounted  on 
walls  throughout 
Republican  terri- 
tory were  posters 
with  Esperanto 
texts.  For  in- 
stance, there  was 
a poster  show- 
ing the  Iberian 
Peninsula  be- 
ing attacked  by 
two  bloody 
fists  bearing 
knives,  one, 
with  a swastika 
on  the  sleeve, 
emanating  from 
Germany,  and  the  other  from  Italy 
with  fasces  on  the  sleeve. 

The  Esperanto  text  reads  “Kion 
vi  feras  por  eviti  tion?  Geesperan- 
tistoj  el  la  tuta  mondo  agu  energie 
kontrau  la  internacia  fasismo!” 
This  translates  as  “What  are  you 
doing  to  stop  this?  Esperantists 
of  the  world,  pit  your  strength 
against  international  Fascism.” 
Another  use  of  Esperanto  during 
the  Spanish  Civil  War  was  for  pro- 
paganda stamps,  seals  that  could 
be  attached  to  letters.  One  of  these 


issued  during  the  conflict  shows 
various  races  of  the  world  under 
the  words  “Esperanto  Lingvo 
Internacia”  or  Esperanto  the 
International  Language.  Around 
this  appears  the  message  to  learn 
Esperanto  in  various  tongues. 

During  the  Spanish  Civil  War 
there  was  a severe  shortage  of 
small  change.  This  led  to  the  issue 
of  special  coinages  by  both  the 
Republican  government  and  the 
Nationalist  forces.  There  were 
also  coins  struck  by  local  govern- 
ments all  over  Spain. 
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Republican 

side  most  of  these  consisted  of  the 
initials  of  various  political  orga- 
nizations, socialist,  communist,  or 
anarchist. 

After  these,  the  most  common 
counterstamped  coins  are  those 
with  the  letters  UHP,  standing 
for  unios  hermanos  proletarios  or 
“unite  proletarian  brothers.” 

There  is  a counterstamped 
10  centimos  coin  of  the  Provi- 
sional Government,  that  has  been 


stamped  with  the  words  ESPE- 
RANTO SI  on  the  reverse,  over 
the  lion  design. 

The  counterstamp  is  beautifully 
executed,  unlike  the  crude  work 
typical  of  many  Civil  War  coun- 
terstamps. 

It  is  likely  that  this  counterstamp 
was  issued  by  the  same  Espe- 
rantist group  that  sponsored  the 
newsletter  and  the  radio  broad- 
casts. This  piece  is  very  rarely 
seen,  nn 


'ESPERANTO  Si’  A RALLYING  CRY 


Continued 


However, 
these  mea- 
sures did 
not  solve  the 
problem  and 
the  major- 
ity of  coins 
circulating 
remained  old 
copper  coins 
of  the  Provi- 
sional Gov- 
ernment of 
1868-1870 
and  King  Al- 
phonso  XII. 

Many  of 
these  old 
coppers  were 
counter- 
stamped  with 
propaganda 
messages. 

On  the 


Image  courtesy  the  author 

A 10  centimos  Spanish  copper  counterstamped  with  “ Esperanto  Si  ” in 
an  effort  to  both  spread  the  word  of  the  new  language  and  to  create  a 
universal  currency.  This  example  is  relatively  sophisticated  in  its  coun- 
terstamping, and  also  is  one  of  the  more  rare  examples  of  this  type. 
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PROFILE:  MILT  FlSHGOLD 

AINA'S  Gentle  Giant 


Milton  M.  Fishgold 
was  born  in  New  York 
City’s  lower  East  Side, 
growing  up  during  the 
Depression.  At  the 
time  of  Milt’s  writing 
his  autobiography  in 
1982,  he  was  71  years 
old.  Even  though  both 
of  Milt’s  parents  were 
Russian  immigrants, 
his  parents  actually  met 
and  married  here  in 
America  in  1909. 

To  be  closer  to 
other  members  of  the  family, 

Milt’s  parents  moved  the  entire 
family  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa  in  1917. 
Growing  up  in  the  mid- West  during 
these  years  was  not  an  easy  thing 
for  a young  man  and  Milt  held 
a variety  of  jobs  while  attending 
school:  grocery  store  clerk;  selling 
newspapers;  shining  shoes;  and 
doing  yard  work. 

It  was  while  being  a newspaper 
boy  that  Milt  caught  the  coin 
collecting  bug  from  picking  out 
Indian  Head  pennies  in  the  change 
he  collected,  along  with  some 
seated  dimes,  quarters  and  half 
dollars. 

After  saving  up  a whopping 
$12.00  to  purchase  a 1795  U.S. 
silver  dollar,  the  one  with  flowing 
hair,  this  special  coin  became  his 
“pride  and  joy  coin.” 

In  1933  Milt  married  his  high 


school  sweetheart 
Rhoda,  and  they  then 
moved  to  Huron, 

South  Dakota  where 
their  son  Bernie 
was  born.  Milt  soon 
became  assistant  store 
manager  of  29  General 
Merchandise  Stores. 
Because  the  store 
where  Milt  worked 
was  right  across 
the  street  from  the 
Humphrey  Drug  Store, 
there  was  a time  when 
Hubert  Humphrey  worked  as  a box 
boy  for  Milt  and  of  course,  later  on, 
through  Mr.  Humphrey’s  efforts, 
President  Roosevelt  with  his  entire 
entourage  came  to  town  to  assure 
the  local  farmers  that  “better  times 
were  coming.” 

Milt  worked  in  South  Dakota 
and  Iowa  in  several  different 
department  stores  including  the 
Broadway  and  May  Company. 

The  family  finally  moved  to 
Santa  Monica,  Cal., after  Bernie 
had  volunteered  in  the  Navy  and 
married.  After  a number  of  years 
in  Santa  Monica,  Milt  and  Rhoda 
moved  to  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
where  Milt  had  become  manager  of 
the  Broadway  Department  Store  in 
Panorama  City. 

In  Milt’s  words,  through  all 
those  years,  he  continued  going 

Continued 
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A LEADER  IN  NUMISMATICS  OF  ISRAEL 


Continued 

through  change  hoping  to  come 
across  an  unusual  or  rare  find. 

It  was  after  their  move  to 
California  where  Milt  met  several 
coin  collectors  who  not  only 
mentored  him  but  also  invited  him 
to  visit  their  coin  clubs,  collectors 
including  Sally  Marx,  Peggy 
Borgolte,  Ben  and  Clare  Abelson, 
Jerry  Yahalom,  Cliff  Roth,  and  Jean 
and  Maurice  Gould.  After  joining 
the  INS  of  Los  Angeles,  Milt’s 
passion  for  numismatics  of  Israel 
exploded.  He  soon  became  a board 
member,  president,  or  speaker  at 
several  of  the  Southern  California 
clubs,  in  addition  to  the  larger 
organizations  such  as  N.A.S.C., 
C.O.I.N.,  S.I.N.  and  A. I. N. A.  At 
the  height  of  AINA’s  INS  clubs, 

Milt  was  elected  to  the  AINA  Board 
of  Directors  as  one  of  the  West 
Coast  Regional  Directors,  where  he 
held  this  position  for  a number  of 
years. 

Following  their  first  and  only 
trip  to  Israel  in  1977  on  one  of 
AINA’s  tours  to  Israel,  Milt’s 
numismatic  interests  expanded  to 
the  Middle  East,  Palestine,  Turkey, 
Egypt,  the  Sudan  and  Ethiopia. 

In  addition  to  collecting  coins 
and  currency,  other  collecting 
interests  of  Milts  were  books,  many 
being  signed  by  the  authors,  and 
archeological  artifacts. 

Among  Milt’s  prized  possessions 
were  photographs  of  himself  with 
a number  of  notable  numismatists 


and  most  were  connected  to  AINA 
in  some  way:  Morris  Brain,  Yitzhak 
Avni,  Teddy  Kolleck,  Eliezer 
Shiloni,  Mary  Brooks,  Eva  Adams, 
Nahum  Hacohen,  Arie  Kindler,  Dr. 
Aubrey  Joffee,  Raffi  Aldor,  Arnold 
Kagan  and  Ephram  Levy,  just  to 
mention  a few. 

Other  than  the  AINA  Tour  to 
Israel  in  1977,  Milt’s  most  prized 
moments  were  when  he  was 
able  to  spend  quality  time  with 
Rhoda,  Bernie  and  their  three 
grandchildren,  Steven,  Alan  and 
Ronnie. 

Written  by  Donna  J.  Sims , NLG 
(PostScript) 

Milt  was  a close  numismatic 
friend  of  mine  for  a number  of 
years  and  while  writing  this  story, 
many  fond  memories  came  flooding 
through  my  mind.  Both  Milt  and 
I were  stunned  to  learn  we  both 
had  lived  not  only  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  but  were  from  the  same 
neighborhood. 

And  I could  picture  the  trip  to 
Israel  in  1977  because  I happened 
to  have  been  on  that  same  trip, 
along  with  my  son  Michael. 

I wish  I could  have  found  a 
certain  picture  taken  of  the  four 
of  us  taking  a break,  sitting  under 
some  palm  trees  on  the  tip  of  the 
Sinai  in  Sharm  el  Sheikh,  Egypt. 
Thanks  for  the  memories  Milt. 

Milt  wrote  his  autobiography  on 
original  AINA  letterhead  stationery 
dated  June  1,  1982.  nu 
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Witold  Pilecki:  1 901  -1948 

Mission 


Impossible 


Founder  of  concentration  camp  resistance 
willingly  enters  Auschwitz;  documents  atrocities, 
escapes;  post-war,  Communists  execute  him 

BY  ANDREW  PERALA 


ravery 
beyond  the 
call  of  duty 
is  honored  in  many 
militaries,  often  for 
the  risking  of  one’s 
life  in  a single  act 
or  single  battle. 

Such  are  the 
bonds  of  brothers  in 
arms  that  no  force 
can  tear  asunder 
their  commitment 
to  fight,  even  at  the 
risk  of  sudden  and 
violent  death. 

On  Sept.  1 9, 

1 940,  Polish  army 
officer  and  patriot 
Witold  Pilecki  allowed  himself  to 
be  swept  off  the  grid  in  Warsaw’s 
Second  Street  roundup.  Pilecki 


knew  he  would 
be  sentenced  to 
Auschwitz. 

But  he  didn’t 
know  what  to 
expect.  And  he 
didn’t  give  the 
Nazis  his  real 
name.  Instead, 
he  identified 
himself  as  To- 
masz  Serafinski. 

At  the  time, 
the  Polish  un- 
derground knew 
little  about  the 
“prisoner  of 
war’’  camp. 
Pilecki,  the  leg- 
end goes,  wanted  to  find  out.  There 
is  truth  behind  the  legend.  Wilecki 

Continued 


Poland's  2010  100-zlotich  coin  honors 
Witold  Pilecki , the  Polish  patriot  who  was 
willing  to  sacrifice  all  to  uncover  the  real- 
ity hidden  behind  the  walls  of  Auschwitz. 
Above,  the  coin  s obverse. 

Opposite  page,  the  coin 's  reverse  with  its 
protrait  of  Wilecki. 
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PlLECKl  SURVIVES 

Continued 

organized  an  internal  resistance 
group  inside  Auschwitz. 

And  the  truth  got  out.  Auschwitz 
was  no  Geneva-convention  POW 
camp  - it  was  a concentration  camp 
designed  to  wipe  out  the  Jews 
and  other  “un- 
desirables” in  a 
holocaust  of  mass 
murder. 

Through  mes- 
sages carried  by 
escapees  and  the 
rare  released  pris- 
oner, Pilecki  gave 
the  world  one  of 
the  first  accounts 
of  the  Holocaust. 

He  documented 
the  daily  regimens,  and  cold  cal- 
culations behind  the  brutal  work 
schedule  that  prisoners  who  sur- 
vived immediate  death  had  to  face 
every  moment  of  their  Auschwitz 
lives. 

Stripped,  beaten  and  tattoed  on 
his  first  day  (number  4859),  Pilecki 
soon  learned  that  prisoners  at  Aus- 
chwitz were  fed  just  enough  rations 
and  worked  just  short  of  exhaus- 
tion - a killing  calculus  designed  to 
keep  them  alive  for  just  six  weeks. 
Then,  they  were  tossed  aside  and 
burned,  like  used  pieces  of  paper. 

Pilecki  survived  longer,  though, 
and  founded  a resistance  group  in- 
side Auschwitz.  His  group  ferreted 


SUICIDE  MISSION 

out  messages  about  the  tortures,  the 
killings,  the  executions  of  captured 
escapees  and  the  mass  murder  of 
Jews  inside  Auschwitz. 

By  1942,  Pilecki’s  group  had 
learned  the  details  and  procedures 
of  the  gas  chambers  at  Auschwitz. 

They  began 
planning  several 
ways  to  liberate 
the  camp. 

But  by  1943, 
when  it  became 
clear  that  no 
help  would  be 
offered  by  the 
Allies,  Pilecki 
and  several 
others  began 
planning  their 
escape. 

Both  he  and  his  superiors  outside 
realized  he  couldn’t  physically  tol- 
erate the  conditions  much  longer. 

By  that  time,  Pilecki  had  earned, 
and  sometimes  fought,  his  way  up 
the  work  ladder,  landing  a coveted 
spot  in  a bakery  located  outside  the 
walls  of  Auschwitz. 

Even  though  he  and  his  com- 
patriot workers  were  guarded  by 
SS  soldiers,  Pilecki  and  several 
other  compatriots  bided  their  time, 
planned  carefully,  waited  some 
more,  then  escaped  through  a 
weakly  locked  back  door. 

They  heard  bullets  shoot  past 
them  as  they  ran  away.  But  they 

Continued 
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Rabbi  of  pilecki:  ‘inexplicable  good- 
ness’ IN  TIME  OF  ‘INEXPLICABLE  EVIL' 


Poland’s  2010  2-zlotich  coin  honors  those  who  suffered  and  died  and  those  who  somehow 
managed  to  survive  the  ultimate  horrors  Witold  Pilecki  helped  unveil  inside  Auschwitz. 


Continued 

made  it,  all  of  them,  according  to 
first-hand  accounts. 

After  his  escape,  Pilecki  contin- 
ued to  fight  in  the  Polish  under- 
ground back  in  Poland. 

In  1944,  Pilecki  was  captured 
again  in  Warsaw,  this  time  while 
actively  fighting  in  the  ghetto  up- 
rising of  that  year.  This  time,  he  we 
was  sentenced  to  spend  the  rest  of 
World  War  II  in  a prisoner-of-war 
camp. 

At  war’s  end,  according  to  the 
Jewish  Virtual  Library , in  July 
1 945  Pilecki  joined  other  Pol- 
ish patriots  in  Italy.  He  agreed  to 
return  to  Poland  to  “gather  intel- 
ligence” on  the  Soviet  takeover  of 
his  country. 

There  his  mission  impossible 
ended.  Captured  by  the  Communist 


regime,  Pilecki  was  executed  on 
May  25,  1948,  after  receiving  three 
life  sentences  for  his  “crimes.” 

Little  was  known  of  Pilecki’s 
heroic  actions  until  after  the  fall  of 
Eastern  bloc  Communism  in  1989. 

Pilecki,  a Roman  Catholic,  is 
regarded  highly  by  Polish  people  of 
many  faiths. 

According  to  the  Jewish  Virtual 
Library , Michael  Schudrich,  the 
Chief  Rabbi  of  Poland,  said  of 
Pilecki: 

“[He  was]  an  example  of  inexpli- 
cable goodness  at  a time  of  inexpli- 
cable evil.  There  is  ever-growing 
awareness  of  Poles  helping  Jews 
in  the  Holocaust,  and  how  they 
paid  with  their  lives,  like  Pilecki. 

We  must  honor  these  examples  and 
follow  them  today  where  there  are 
horrors  again.”  ED 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


Houghton 


hovghton 


Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1 994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1 pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


UDKUtM  1K1 


1 

» WRKlirs 


Herzl  Passport 


/ 850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
HeiH  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1 850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 

- LAZAR 


eunfoVrotfSttiitcv 

SfKMMMltMKU  UtAU  .i : 
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Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 
(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 
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INTERVIEW: 


Meir  Eshel 

Artist  designs  Israel ’s  banknotes , 
coins,  medals  and  more 


BY  MEL  WACKS 

Q:  I searched  on  your  name 
on  the  Israel  Coins  & Medals 
Corporation’s  web  site  www. 
israelmint.com  and  was  amazed  at 
the  number  of  coins,  medals  and 
paper  money  you  have  created.  Do 
you  know  the  number? 

MEIR  ESHEL:  I don’t  usually 
look  back  and  count  my  art 
works.  I prefer  to  move  forward 
and  concentrate  on  my  new 


Top:  Meir  Eshel  created  the  lion  design 
for  Israel’s  “Jerusalem  of  Gold”  bullion 
coins.  Above:  The  obverse  of  Israel’s  2012 
Independence  Day  2-New-Sheqalim  coin 
designed  by  Eshel. 


Q - What  was  the  first  coin  or 
medal  that  you  designed  for 
Israel?  Did  it  take  many  tries 
before  you  came  up  with  the 
design  that  was  accepted?  About 
how  many  weeks  does  it  take  you 
to  produce  a final  design? 

Meir:  The  first  coin  I designed 
for  the  Bank  of  Israel  was  the 
“Hanukka  Lamp  from  Tunisia” 
Coin,  in  1988/5749.  Creating  a 
design  involves  study  and  analysis 
of  the  theme,  putting  together 
idea  and  concept  to  form  a clear, 
original  artistic  expression,  most 
appropriate  for  the  respective 
media.  Being  a pedantic  artist,  I 

Continued 


42 


ESHEL’S  work  on  polymer  note 


Continued 

usually  prepare  several  drafts, 
presenting  the  subject  from 
different  angles  and  aspects.  I 
tend  to  put  my  ideas  together 
quickly.  The  final  design  can 
take  a few  weeks  to  compose 
and  is  subject  to  the  comments 
or  approval  of  whoever  has 
commissioned  the  design  - the 
Bank  of  Israel  or  Israel  Coins 
and  Medals  Corp.,  for  example. 

Q - I believe  that  you  create  the 
design  and  that  someone  else 
sculpts  it — do  you  work  with  the 
sculptor  in  developing  the  final 
sculpted  model? 

Meir:  Cooperation  between  the 
designer  and  engraver  is  very 
important.  I have  known  the 
person  who  engraves  most  of 
the  Coins  of  Israel,  for  many 
years,  and  this  helps  a lot  in  his 
accurate  sculpture  of  the  design. 
Even  when  the  sculpt  is  not 
produced  in  Israel,  the  designer 
should  be  able  to  cooperate  well 
with  the  engraver  and  give  him 
clear  instructions,  illustrated 
by  diagrams  and  computerized 
simulations. 

Q - Your  coin/medal  subjects 
include  portraits,  military,  nature, 
biblical,  archaeology,  etc.  Do  you 
enjoy  any  of  these  themes  best? 
Do  you  have  any  particular  coins 


Israel  s new  20  Sheqalim  polymer  bank 
note  co-designed  by  Meir  Eshel. 


or  medals  that  are  your  favorites? 
Meir:  I believe  that  all  the 
medals,  coins,  banknotes  and 
stamps  I have  designed  serve 
as  Ambassadors  of  the  State 
of  Israel.  They  are  artistic 
expressions  of  the  Israeli  Society 
in  its  entirety  and  reflect  the 
principal  values  of  the  people  of 
Israel,  in  all  domains,  from  the 
dawn  of  history  until  the  present. 

I have  no  preference  for  any 

Continued 
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Artist’s  vision  ranges  far,  wide 


A limited  edition  of  180 
Mikash  Chanukah  lamps 
were  produced  by  Israel 
Coins  and  Medals  Corpora- 
tion. The  lamp  was  designed 
by  artist  Meir  Eshel  and 
produced  by  Hadad  Broth- 
ers Silversmiths.  The  design 
of  this  lamp  was  inspired 
by  ancient  Chanuka  lamps, 
among  them  the  stone  Me- 
norali  that  was  found  in  the 
ancient  synagogue  in  Tibe- 
rias. The  top  half  of  the  back 
is  embossed  with  the  design 
of  an  ancient  coin  from  the 
time  of  Bar  Kochba. 


Continued 

specific  subject.  Every  theme 
enthralls  me  and  I enjoy  working 
on  all  my  designs.  Asking  me 
which  theme  I like  best  is  like 
asking  a mother  which  of  her 
children  she  likes  best. 

Q - Do  you  have  a subject  that 
you  would  like  to  commemorate 
on  a coin  or  medal  that  you 
haven’t  been  asked  to  do  yet? 

Meir:  I would  like  the  opportunity 
to  design  a medal  to  take  us 
into  an  age  of  love  and  respect 
between  all  peoples  of  the  world. 

Q - I see  you  worked  together 
with  Naomi  Eshel  to  design  Israel 
paper  money;  have  you  worked 
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Meir  Eshel 


together  on  other  numismatic 
projects?  How  are  you  related  to 
Naomi? 

Meir:  Naomi  is  my  ex-wife.  We 
designed  banknotes  as  well  as 
some  medals,  coins  and  stamps, 
together,  until  1998.  rru 


Helena 

The  first  Christian  Pilgrim 

BY  DAVID  HEN  DIN 


On  a recent  visit  to 
Rome,  we  took 
an  hour  to  seek 
out  the  church  of  Santa 
Croce  in  Gerusalemme. 

My  American  Ex- 
press Guide  to  Rome 
(out  of  print,  but  still 
handy)  says  it  was 
“One  of  the  seven 
pilgrim  churches  of 
Rome,  it  is  said  to  have 
been  built  to  house  the 
precious  relics  of  the 
True  Cross  brought  to 
Rome  from  Jerusalem 
by  St.  Helena,  the  mother  of  Constan- 
tine.” 

The  Eyewitness  Travel  Guide  adds 
that  “St.  Helena  founded  this  church  ... 
on  the  grounds  of  her  private  palace. 
Although  the  church  stood  at  the  edge  of 
the  city,  the  relics  of  the  Crucifixion  that 
St.  Helena  had  brought  back  from  Jeru- 
salem made  it  a center  of  pilgrimage. 

“Most  important  were  the  pieces  of 
Christ’s  Cross  (“croce”  means  “cross”) 
and  part  of  Pontius  Pilate’s  inscription 
in  Latin,  Hebrew  and  Greek:  ‘Jesus  of 
Nazareth  King  of  the  Jews.’  “ 
Constantine  and  Helena  are  wor- 
shipped as  saints  of  the  Orthodox 
Church. 

When  we  entered  the  church,  only 


a few  days  after 
Easter,  we  seemed  to 
be  the  only  visitors. 
We  walked  up  to  the 
altar  and  around  the 
chapel.  We  did  not 
see  any  relics,  so 
we  made  our  way 
into  the  smaller  side 
rooms. 

We  found  the  rel- 
ics in  a small  room 
behind  the  main  altar. 
Here  we  saw  St. 
Helena’s  relics:  three 
pieces  of  wood  set 
in  a larger  cross,  and  they  are  said  to  be 
actual  pieces  of  the  True  Cross. 

Two  thorns,  said  to  be  from  Jesus’ 
crown  of  thorns  are  mounted  and  stand 
alongside  it,  as  does  a piece  of  a bronze 
nail,  said  to  be  from  the  crucifixion 
itself. 

And  finally,  we  saw  the  piece  of  wood 
that  is  said  to  be  from  the  sign  Pontius 
Pilate  was  said  to  have  erected  over 
Jesus  while  he  was  crucified. 

While  not  a single  numismatic  me- 
mento of  Helena’s  important  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Land  was  struck,  her  coins 
do  offer  us  a portrait  of  this  important 
woman  of  antiquity. 

The  coin  shown  on  the  next  page  was 
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Coins  give  glimpse  of  Helena 


Continued 

struck  as  a commemorative  shortly 
after  her  death.  Whether  or  not  they 
are  authentic  relics,  I cannot  say. 

But  seeing  them  was  a most  inter- 
esting experience. 

It  led  me  to  recall  the  importance 
of  Helena,  later  revered  as  St.  Hel- 
ena, to  the  ancient  land  of  Israel. 

Hers  is  a real  “rags  to  riches” 
story.  We  believe  Helena  was  born 
in  about  249  C.E.  in  the  town  of  — 
Drepanum  in  Bythnia,  which  Con- 
stantine later  renamed  Helenopolis. 

St.  Ambrose  referred  to  her  as  an  inn- 
keeper, others  say  she  was  a simple  bar 
maid  in  her  father’s  tavern. 

Eventually  she  attracted  the  attention 
of  a Roman  soldier,  Constantius  Chlo- 
rus  and  she  became  either  his  longtime 
mistress,  or  his  wife. 

In  either  case  there  is  no  doubt  that 
together  they  bore  a son,  Constantine. 

In  292,  when  Constantius  became 
Caesar  of  Spain,  Gaul  and  Britain,  he 
dumped  Helena  and  married  Theodora, 
the  daughter  of  Maximian,  his  patron. 

Meanwhile,  Helena’s  son  Constantine 
became  a soldier,  and  spent  a lot  of  time 
at  Diocletian’s  court. 

When  Constantine  persuaded  the  Ro- 
man legions  in  Britain  to  proclaim  him 
Caesar  in  306,  he  immediately  called  for 
his  mother  and  installed  her  in  his  court 
with  the  appropriate  honors  befitting  the 
mother  of  the  Emperor. 

In  312,  the  most  significant  event  of 
Constantine’s  reign  occurred. 

While  preparing  for  a battle  with 
the  army  of  his  rival  Maxentius  at  the 
Milvian  Bridge  in  Rome,  he  saw  a cross 
in  the  sky  with  the  inscription  IN  HOC 


Images  courtesy  David  Hendin 
Byzantine  AE4  coin  showing  the  portrait  of 
Helena.  Photographs  © David  Hendin. 

SIGNO  VINCES. 

He  immediately  ordered  his  troops 
to  paint  the  monogram  of  Jesus,  the 
labarum,  on  their  shields  and  this  extra 
strength  enabled  their  victory  and  gave 
Constantine  control  of  the  West  as  well 
as  the  East,  whereupon  Constantine 
vowed  to  make  the  Roman  Empire  a 
Christian  nation. 

In  324  CE.  Constantine  named  Helena 
as  “Augusta,”  a title  that  was  established 
by  Augustus  for  Livia,  but  certainly  not 
granted  every  empress,  much  less  every 
royal  mother. 

In  325,  the  Council  of  Nicea  met  and 
Constantine  declared  Christianity  to  be 
the  nation’s  official  religion. 

Incidentally,  it  is  not  clear  whether 
Constantine  himself  actually  ever  be- 
came a Christian.  His  mother,  Helena, 
was  not  only  converted  but  was  so  ex- 
cited by  her  spiritual  experience  that  it 
enticed  her  to  make  a pilgrimage,  circa 
326  to  Judaea,  where  she  could  visit  all 
of  the  sites  that  were  important  in  the 
life  of  Jesus.  She  was  in  her  late  70s  at 
the  time  she  embarked. 

Helena’s  pilgrimage  was  the  prototype 
for  the  travels  of  virtually  every  Chris- 
tian pilgrim  to  the  Holy  Land  for  some 
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Helena  set  pilgrimage  standard 


Continued 

1,700  years,  right  up  to  today. 

Until  Helena’s  visit,  nobody  outside 
of  the  Christians  in  the  holy  land  itself 
had  paid  much  attention  to  the  sites 
in  Judea.  This  was  a time,  by  the  way, 
when  the  Jews  who  lived  here  main- 
tained important  academies  at  Tiberius, 
Sepphoris,  and  Lydda  (Lod).  The  Jews 
were  in  the  final  stages  of  developing 
the  Talmud  itself. 

When  I was  the  chief  numismatist 
with  the  Joint  Sepphoris  Expedition 
in  1985  and  1986,  led  by  Duke’s  Eric 
and  Carol  Meyers  and  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity’s Ehud  Netzer,  we  discovered 
some  remarkable  mosaic  floors  - many 
more  were  subsequently  discovered  - 
which  indicated  the  city  was  extremely 
wealthy  when  Helena  arrived. 

In  fact,  we  dated  some  of  these  mosa- 
ics by  small  groups  of  Constantinian 
coins  lying  on  top  of  and  just  under 
them. 

While  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  lo- 
cal traditions  held  some,  or  perhaps 
many  of  the  sites  Helena  visited  as  holy 
shrines,  it  did  not  hurt  that  the  mother  of 
the  Emperor  of  Christian  Rome  further 
declared  the  sites  to  be  true. 

And  indeed,  Helena  was  said  to  have: 

* Proclaimed  the  actual  path  Jesus 
took  on  his  way  to  the  cross,  the  Via 
Dolorosa,  and  declared  the  precise  spots 
of  all  14  Stations  of  the  Cross; 

* Found  at  least  several  pieces  of  the 
true  cross  itself; 

* Identified  the  spot  near  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  where  the  miracle  of  fish  and 
loaves  occurred; 

* Confirmed  the  place  where  Jesus 
stood  when  he  gave  his  Sermon  on  the 
Mount; 


* Marked  the  place  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion, where  Mary  learned  that  she  would 
give  birth  to  Jesus; 

* And  she  also  identified  places  where 
Joseph’s  carpentry  shop  stood,  where 
Jesus  was  born,  the  field  in  which  the 
shepherds  saw  the  Bethlehem  Star,  and 
the  inn  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 

The  story  of  Helena’s  pilgrimage  is 
certainly  not  fantasy.  In  his  Life  of  Con- 
stantine (c.  340  C.E.),  Eusebius  wrote 
(only  about  10  years  after  her  death)  that 
Helena  lavished  good  deeds  on  the  Holy 
Land,  and  “Although  well  advanced  in 
years,  she  came,  fired  by  youthful  fer- 
vor, in  order  to  know  this  land”  and  she 
“explored  it  with  remarkable  discern- 
ment ...  And  by  her  endless  admiration 
for  the  footsteps  of  the  Savior  ...  she 
granted  those  who  came  after  her  the 
fruits  of  her  piety. 

Afterward  she  built  two  houses  of 
prayer  to  the  God  she  revered,  one  in  the 
Grotto  of  the  Nativity  (this  is  the  Church 
of  the  Nativity  in  Bethlehem)  and  the 
other  on  the  Mount  of  the  Ascension 
(this  is  the  Eleona  Church  on  the  Mount 
of  Olives).” 

Helena  also  is  said  to  have  identified 
the  spot  where  Jesus  was  crucified  and 
buried,  and  ordered  the  first  Church  of 
the  Holy  Sepulcher  to  be  built  there. 

It  is  a matter  of  some  interest  that 
while  Helena’s  important  pilgrimage 
is  well  documented,  not  a single  nu- 
mismatic memento  of  these  events  was 
issued. 

So  the  coins  of  Helena  can  only  offer 
us  a glimpse  of  the  appearance  of  this 
important  woman  of  antiquity,  nu 

Courtesy  David  Hendin,  © 2001  by  David 
Hendin,  all  rights  reserved. 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  reading  the  entertaining  and  informative  articles  in  .. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 


Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email  _ 


I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Canada/lsrael)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/Canada/lsrael)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

_ Visa  _MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 
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To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 
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Krause  publications 


MAGAZINES 

Our  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News,  World 
Coin  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Coins,  and 
Coin  Prices. 

BOOKS  & CDs 

Our  expert  price  analysts  and  renowned 
authors  provide  must-have  reference  books 
like  the  Standard  Catalog  line  of  world  coin 
and  paper  money  books,  as  well  as  Modern 
Commemorative  Coins  and  North  American 
Coins  & Prices.  Plus,  we  provide  many  of 
our  references  in  CD  format  for  you  to  use 
anywhere  there  is  a computer. 


ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  is  your  site  for  the  latest 
industry  news,  hot  topics  among  collectors, 
popular  coin  columns,  and  online  pricing  for 
your  coins.  In  addition,  ShopNumisMaster.com 
is  your  one-stop  shop  for  coin  and  paper 
money  references,  supplies,  unique  coins, 
and  subscriptions  to  our  family  of  magazines. 

SHOWS 

Our  Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  and  Chicago 
International  Coin  Fair  make  Chicago  a 
must-stop  for  dealers  and  collectors. 


ENJOY  THE  SHEKEL  SPECIAL! 

Save  10%  on  hundreds  of  items  at 
ShopNumisMaster.com  and  10%  off  any 
online  pricing  package  at  NumisMaster.com. 
Use  Promo  Code  SHEKEL11 
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Don’t  Miss  IT! 

The  Menorah  - 2012  Gold  Israeli  Bullion  Coin 

Issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


1 oz.  Fine  Gold  .9999 


Limited  Edition  3,600  pcs. 


Jerusalem  of  Gold  Bullion  Series: 

2010  2011  2012 


Sold  Out  still  available  New  Issue 


We  welcome  you  to  visit 
our  main  stores  in 
Jerusalem  and  Tel- Aviv: 


Jerusalem  Tcl-Aviv 

Mamilla  Avenue  42  Ben  Yehuda  St. 

Tel.:  972-2-6259294  Tel.:  972-3-6202485 


Other  80  branches 
within  G.R.A.S 
Stores 

www.israelmint.com 


ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  [since 
Ivoo 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


